
Montana Geographic Names Framework

 Approved as an MSDI Framework layer by the Montana Land 
Information Advisory Council on September 2, 2010

 The Montana State Library was appointed as the Theme Steward in 
October.

 Is based on the U.S. Geological Survey’s Geographic Names 
Information System

 Adding the layer to the MSDI Framework allows coordination of the 
layer with other layers that have names, such as Structures, 
Hydrography, Transportation, and Administrative Boundaries.

 The layer will contain features such as roads that are not allowed in 
the GNIS and will make an expanded data model available to 
Montanans.



The GNIS is currently available only in a flat file format, 
with only one name and location available for each feature.



The Geographic Names Framework will make the full data
model, including alternate names and additional location
points, available for Montana features.



Surveyed elevation data for mountain peaks will be restored
to the Montana Names Framework layer.  The Working Group
is cooperating with a USGS project to allow the GIS community
to electronically submit corrections to the GNIS through an
easy-to-use map interface.

USGS map with GNIS point overlain, 
showing incorrect location and elevation



Montana Geographic Names Framework

For more information, see
http://giscoordination.mt.gov/names/msdi.asp


